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this week's question: 
What will you miss least about Lafayette over 

the summer? 

Lauren Steinitz '08 

M y neighbors' loud 
bass at 3 a.m. 

- Meghan Sweeney '05 

T h e jackhammer and 

drill on Cattell St. at 
7 a.m.! 

Brian Carlozzi '08 — 

Lafayette Dining 
Services barely beats 

Public Safety. 

Andrius Kelly '08 

McKeen's air 
conditioning. 

Don't drive: walk, bike, skip 
BY J E S S L Y N R O E B U C K 

As a nonpartisan observer here 
on Lafayette's campus, a dis­

cussion regarding the inefficient use 
of basic modes of transportation 
and the wasteful consumption of 
gasoline on the Lafayette campus 
needs to be addressed. Over the 
semester, I have noticed a gross 
overuse of automobiles for the 
sake of driving to campus. I am 
not saying that driving two 
or three blocks to campus is a 
situation unique to Lafayette 
or to college students as a 
whole, but there are consid­
erable issues one needs to ^ ^ 
consider when making such 
a decision to get in the car and drive 
onto campus as opposed to taking, 
at maximum, the 15 minute walk 
required to get from one end of 
campus to the other. 

I enumerate some of these issues 
below and hope that, at the very 
least, one or two of them will en­
courage the Lafayette community 
to reason against the compulsion to 
drive to campus and instead choose 
to take the extra three minutes or 
so required to walk, bike, or skip 

to campus. The points stand as 
follows: 

1) It is spring. It is nice, and 
traditionally warm and sunny out 
during the springtime. A car does 
not allow you to appreciate this. 

2) We live in a fast-paced 
world. This is not always a good 
thing. Too much of a fast-pace 
leads to an increased level of stress. 
Stress increases susceptibility to ill­
ness and disease. Driving a car is a 
more stressful activity than walking 

"I hate t o say it , b u t it's true . D r i v i n g 

t o c a m p u s is t h e e p i t o m e o f c o n s u m e r 

laz iness ." 

- fesslyn Roebuck '06 

or skipping. By driving, you are 
cau.sing yourself unnecessary stress, 
which, over time, can do a number 
on your immune system. 

Walking, biking, or skipping lets 
you leave your dorm room a minute 
or two earlier (neither of which is 
a significant time to justify driving 
to campus as opposed to walking to 
campus for the sake of extra sleep). 
Furthermore, choosing to walk to 
your car, unlocking the door and 
putting the key in the ignition as 

well as finding a place to park, I 
argue actually adds more than two 
minutes to your commute each 
day. 

3) Walking is good for us! It 
provides a bit more exercise than 
turning a steering wheel. 

4) You can save money! 
Driving a car to campus requires 
the unnecessary consumption of 
expensive and unhealthy petrol. By 
driving, you are wasting money and 
harming the environment. Some 

may even say you are sup­
porting terrorism depending 
on the type of gasoline you 
put in your automobile! 

5) By walking to campus 
you can actually see your 
friends in passing instead of 

nearly running them down in the 
effort to get to campus with enough 
time to find a place to park. 

6) By walking, skipping, or skate 
boarding you stop traffic on any one 
of the streets around Lafayette's 
campus. I encourage you to try 
this. Whether or not the traffic has 
a stop sign, if you are determined to 
walk across the street, the cars will 
be forced to stop for you. It is quite 
an empowering feeling. As a driver, 

-- continued on page 3 

Woridng against semal violence 
After receiving the crime log 

from Public Safety last week about 
the two rapes that had occurred 
recently on campus, the Associa­
tion of Lafayette Feminists (ALF) 
decided to hold a discussion to­
night to address this issue and to 
brainstorm on ways that ALF and 
the campus as a whole can raise 
awareness. 

Twenty members from the cam­
pus community, ALF" members, 
and a representative from The 
Express-Times were in attendance 
talking about the resources the 
campus has for deal ing with 
sexual assault crimes, including 
the Sexual Assault Counseling and 
Education (SACE) Coordinator 

and how better to utilize them and 
what tools we could use to make 
services the college pixDvides more 
aseful for the campus community. 

We spoke of having a subcommit­
tee of ALF that would pertain spe­
cifically to body issues and violence 
against women, and organizing an 
awareness week early next semester 
with displays, articles, tables and 
charts in order to bring this topic 
to light, without having it feel like a 
lecture. Other issues addressed were 
how to raise these issues to the male 
students on campus without seem­
ing confrontational and intimidat­
ing, perhaps by having other male 
students facilitating the discussion 
instead of female students. One of 

the members of the campus group 
Played Out also presented the idea 
of doing their piece "Unspeak­
able Acts," consisting of skits and 
monologues, during or soon after 
freshman orientation. 

All of these ideas are still tenta-
tix'e and ALF is hoping to get this 
committee started in order to help 
mediate discussion on violence 
against women and better educate 
the campus on this matter. The 
success of any of these efforts lies 
on how open the campus is to 
talking about the.se issues and how 
vocal the response of the campus 
community will be. 

Stephanie M. Morillo and 
Danielle Bero 
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